mature reader 


vertigocomics.¢ 


TO GEPPETTO, 
OF COURSE. THAT'S 
WHY HE'S NOT HERE, SINCE 
IT WOULD BE GROSSLY | 
UNSUITABLE FOR THE 
SUITOR TO PLEAD HIS 
OWN CASE TO HIS 
INTENDED. 


BARBARIANS, 
AFTER ALL. 


<i aN =\ 
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; NOW, NOW, AUGUST LADY, YOU KNOW, 
{/ HE 1} [ SINCE I'VE STATED MY PRINCIPAL'S 
WANTS TO 4 | | INTENTIONS, IT'S EQUALLY UNSUITABLE TO 
MARRY CONTINUE DEALING DIRECTLY WITH You, 
BECAUSE YOU ARE THE OBJECT OF 
HIS AMOROUS CAMPAIGN. 


YOU MAY ANSWER 
/ \F THE MATCH IS OF NO 
INTEREST TO YOU. OTHER- 
WISE YOU MUST DEPART 
AND SEND YOUR SWORN 
REPRESENTATIVE TO 


ACT FOR em / \ 


IT'S IMPORTANT 
THAT AZZ THINGS BE ¥& 
HANDLED IN THE CORRECT 
MANNER, RIGHT? 


I'LL SEND 
SOMEONE TO ACT 


GUESS I FOR ME. 


SHOULD ~ WILL BE MOST PLEASED 
TO HEAR THE PROMISING 
NEWS. 


WE LOOK FORWARD 10 RECEIVING ~ 
YOUR AMBASSADOR OF THE HEART WITH 
EVERY ANTICIPATION OF A DELIGHTFUL AND 
PRODUCTIVE NEGOTIATION, 


BUT NOW PROPRIETY 
DICTATES WE MUTUALLY 
RETIRE, AND YOU TAKE 
YOURSELF TO A 
RESPECTABLE 

REMOVE. 


UHM..,OF 
COURSE. RIGHT 
AWAY. 


FAREWELL, 
MOST ALLURING 
CELESTIAL 


Ww 
DID YOU EVER 
GET SOUR OLD 
GEPPETTO TO 


I HAVENT. NOT YET. BUT NOW ACCORDING TO MY 
I'VE BOUGHT A LOT OF TIME TO FIGURE RESEARCH, NEITHER PARTY 
OUT HOW TO CONVINCE, TRICK OR FORCE IS ALLOWED TO SPEAK TO THE 
HIM TO GO ALONG WITH IT. OTHER FOR AS LONG AS THE 
- = NEGOTIATION TAKES 


‘ WEDDING NEGO- y 
TIATIONS HAVE BEEN \a_ 
KNOWN TO DRAG 
ON FOR YEARS-- 

MX CENTURIES, 


AND FAIRY | 


SCHEMERS, YOU'RE 
LIKE A GOD 


THIS DOOR'S 


MEANWHILE... 
SOLID OAK. WE'D 


SHOULD NEED A BATTERING 


WE BREAK IT RAM. 
DOWN? 


OR — 
A SHAPED 
CHARGE. 


GRIMBLE |S BIG ENOUGH 
TO TAKE THIS POOR DOWN, WHEN 
HE'S BEING ALL TROLLISH, AND HE 
MAY EVEN HAVE EXPLOSIVES. 
WHERE'S HE? 


WHERE ARE THE 
THIRTEENTH FLOOR 
\ WITCHES, THEN? 


MOVING 
BACK INTO THE 
\ NEW THIRTEENTH 
> FLOOR. 


OR BIGBY. 
OR BEAST. WHERE 
ARE OUR BIG GUNS 
WHEN WE NEED 


I HAVE on 
IDEA, COME TO 


THINK OF IT, I HAVEN'T 
SEEN HIM SINCE THIS 
> MORNING. 


WELL, ONE OF THEM COULD-- 
I DON'T KNOW--TURN THE DOOR 
INTO BUTTERFLIES OR 
SOMETHING. 


SURE, BECAUSE 
THEY ALWAYS JUST HAPPEN 
TO HAVE A"TURN THE DOOR 
INTO BUTTERFLIES” SPELL ALL 
CONJURED UP AND READY 
TO FIRE. / 


YOU'RE NOT 
BEING HELPFUL, MRS. 
SPRATT. 


HOLD ON. 
NO NEED TO SNW/PE 
AT EACH OTHER. 


i IF YOU PEOPLE WOULD 
I THINK STOP CLUCKING OUTSIDE 
I CAN PICK THIS, ~ : MY DOOR AND READ YOUR 
IF ONE OF YOU HAS | OWN LAWS, YOU'D DISCOVER 
A HAIRPIN, OR ; THERE'S NO CAUSE TO 
SOMETHING ni INTERFERE. 
CLOSE. 


BUT YOU AREN'T 
RECOVERED FROM THE MESS’ MARRIED TO-- ¥ TO EACH OTHER BY STRONG 
YOU SILLY PEOPLE MADE OF THE OATHS IN THE OLD WAY. THAT'S 
PREVIOUS ITERATION OF A MARRIAGE, EVEN BY 


DON'T 
FABLETOWN. START THAT YOUR OWN STANDARDS. 


CAREFULLY AGAIN. I JUST THEREFORE 
NOTE THE PART WHERE THE HAD AN EARFUL SNOW WAS NEVER 
SANCTITY OF TRADITIONAL OF THE SAME LEGALLY MARRIED TO 
MARRIAGE |S AFFIRMED. NONSENSE PRINCE CHARMING OR THE 
WOLF. BOTH HAVE TO BE 
TREATED AS THOUGH 
THEY NEVER 
EXISTED. 


BUT UNTIL YOU 
THAT'S DO, GET AWAY FROM My 
YOUR LAW. 4 DOOR AND QUIT INTRUDING 

READ IT. WELL, TRUE, INTO THE PRIVATE BUSINESS 

BUT THEY WERE Ve OF A FAMILY. __- 

WRITTEN INA | Fa 

DIFFERENT TIME. | 

A DIFFERENT 


ATLEAST GE _ mee 

T SEE ; F ) 2Say © WHAT PART OF 

IF SNOW' ‘S { “PRIVATE BUSINESS” 
OKAY? sai \ d \ ARE You UNABLE 


TO GRASP? 


THIS IS THE 
THIRD WORLD DARE HERE 
TOUCHED DOWN IN, , AND GONE IN AN 

BUT ONLY FORA JX. /NSTANT. _L 
MOMENT. _4 


SOMETHING 
REALLY STRANGE 
HAPPENED HERE. _/ 


y AT 
q LEAST WE'RE 
ON THE RIGHT 
TRACK THEN, 
HUH? 


THREE POINTS 
OF CONTACT GIVE US 
A LINE OF TRAVEL, RIGHT? 
WE SIMPLY NEED TO GO IN 
THAT DIRECTION. 


THAT'S JUST IT. 
[ WE DON’T HAVE 
A LINE TO FOLLOW AT LEAST 
BECAUSE WORLDS NOT IN ANY WAY 
DON'T LINE UP. _~ THAT ZM CAPABLE 
Z OF SEEING. 


HOW LONG 
ARE YOU GOING 
TO BE /N THERE, 

HONEY? 


Im IT TAKES 
GOING TO THE AS LONG AS IT 
BATHROOM! ; ‘anat A ao 


= 
— "OKAY, Quickly, | <A 
/ WHILE THE WATER masks ~ t 
q OUR VOICES,,,GHOST, ARE J 
\ YOU THERE? 
= 


WHY 
DO YOU KEEP 
FLUSHING THE 


ARE 
TOILET? 4 you OKAY IN 


THERE? 


I'M FINE! 
I JUST DROPPED 


TOO BIG ALOAD FOR 
THE DAINTY MODERN 
PLUMBING WE'RE 
STUCK WITH! VERY NOW, 
UNLADYLIKE! BACK OFF, 
LIKE I SAID! DON'T 
YOU REALIZE WOMEN 
ARE EMBARRASSED 
ABOUT HAVING THEIR 
BATHROOM ACTIVITIES 
OVERHEARD? 


NO. DON'T DO 
ANYTHING. 


I'D VERY HE HAS 
MUCH LIKE YOU TO SOME B/G 
KILL THE BAD MAN FOR = MAGIC ATHIS 
MOMMY, BUT HE MAY BE COMMAND. 
TOO POWERFUL. 


I KNOW, 
HONEY, BUT Z AM. FIND : 
IF YOU GET KILLED, INSTEAD, MATTER 
WHO WOULD THERE BE CAN YOU FIND YOU 
TO SAVE MOMMY BY DADDY 2 HE'S = 
RUNNING FOR FAR AWAY. = 
HELP? 


GOOD. THEN 
GO FIND HIM AND TELL 
HIM TO COME HOME FAST. 
TELL HIM MOMMY'S IN 
TROUBLE. 


YES, 
RIGHT NOW! 
BE VERY FAST 
AND VERY 
HEROIC! 


ALL AS SOON 
BETTER NOW, AS YOU START 
DARLING? NO, NOT ACTING RATIONALLY, 
EVEN CLOSE. WILL MY ONE TRUE 
you a big GO LOVE. 


I'L IN TIME, 
BE BACK SOON, YOULL DO THE 


DEAR. JUST POP- SHOPPING, AS YOU 
PING OUT FOR A FEW SHOULD. _@ 
—\ THINGS FROM THE 


DON'T BE SO 
iY TIMID. JUST DANGLE 
{ APISTOL FROM A STRING 
DOWN TO MY WINDOW 
FROM ABOVE, AND I'LL 
DO THE REST. 


THE BAD NEWS IS FOR CRAP'S saKe,\ 
WE'RE STUCK ON YOUR HONOR, JUST 
WHETHER OR NOTWE | | HELP ME ESCAPE AND 
CAN FAIRLY MAKE THE | | K/L THE MAN, AND YOU 

NEW LAWS RETRO- CAN TRY ME UNDER 


ee oa ae ANY SET OF LAWS 
NEWS |S WE'RE MAKING To YOU LIKE. 
PROGRESS ON AMENDING WITH YOUR 
SNOW, BUT VARIOUS APPLICABLE LAWS, SPECIFIC 
WE CAN'T \ But IT'S A SLOW PROCESS DILEMMA. 
INTERFERE. AT THE BEST OF 
i) > TIMES. 


CHANGING 
THE LAWS OF 
AGES CAN BE 
TOUGH SLED- 

DING. 


IT DOESN'T HELP 
TO GIVE IN TO DESPAIR, SNOW. 
WE'LL THINK OF SOMETHING. 
WE SPOKE TO ROSE AT THE FARM. 
YOU'LL BE PLEASED TO KNOW 
YOUR oe ARE 
FINE. 


WELL--YOU 
KNOW--THE ONES WHO 
AREN'T CURRENTLY 

MISSING. 


WONDER WHERE 
HE CAME BY THEM. IT'S 
CERTAINLY SORCERER'S 
WORK, BUT LOOK AT THE 
CONSTRUCTION. 


IT'S OVERLY 
COMPLEX AND DEFINITELY 
FOREIGN. 


'/ TELL ROSE I CAN'T ¥ 
1\ COMPLETE HER F/RE Ji 
MISSION. ( 


1 


=) S| 
INTERESTING. 
HE'S GOT 
57 SOME SOPHISTICATED 

| MAGICAL DEFENSES 
| SURROUNDING 
w- HIM, 


2 Go Daeey, 


NOTE HOW ANY MORTAL ATTACK 
ON HIM WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE 
DEFLECTED TO HARM SNOW. 
THAT'S CLEVER. 


IT 
CERTAINLY 
RULES OUT 
JUST BURNING 
HIM DOWN, LIKE 
THE SCHUM 
HE IS. 


AN OBJECT OF SOME 
KIND, ALWAYS NEAR HIM, 
BUT NOT ALWAYS PRESENT 
IN THIS FRAME OF 


EXISTENCE. FORCE WON'T 


WORK. WE'LL HAVE 
TO RETIRE FOR NOW 
AND PONDER 
FURTHER. 


HIM, PETER. SO 
SMUG. BUT I COULD 
KILL HIM RIGHT NOW, 

BErORG HE KNEW 

Ts 


CAN'T DO IT, 
} BO. THE THIRTEENTH 
{ FLOOR CREW PUT OUT THE } 
\ WORD. HE'S OFFICIALLY 
Pr UNTOUCHABLE. 


1 SOME THING, 
SOM Peg ess 
» RHYMES WITH 

WEDDING HILLSIDE... 
BELLS, ON THE 

HILLSIDE... 


HAPPY YOW, UT LOOK AT 
TO SEE YOU TOO, jy HOW THAT YOUR OWN CHEEK, 


SNOWDRIFT. STINGS! DARLING. THE INJURY 
YOU TRIED TO DO TO 
ME HAS CUT YOU 
INSTEAD. 


AREN'T YOU ff 
GLAD I STOPPED VA 
YOU FROM GOING 
p ALL THE WAY? 


AND IT LOOKS LIKE 
MY CUT WILL YOU BROKE OUR BATHROOM 


HEAL IMMEDIATELY. oO (e] 
YOURS WON'T. laa aa ee 


G f DON'T YOU 
BUT THAT'S HOW KNOW THAT'S SEVEN 
THE MAGIC YEARS' BAD LUCK, 
We DEAR? 


NOW, PICK 
UP THE GROCERIES 
YOU MADE ME SPILL AND 
COOK MY SUPPER, YOU 
FOREST BRAT. 


Ta om 
THANK YOU, MR, 
| DAMPHOUSE._4 
¥ lf \\ 
ce | 
« 


GETS YOU KISSED J, 
WITHOUT a 
WARNING! 


YOU CARRIED 
I EXCAL/BUR FOR 
KNOW A TIME AND THEN 
RETURNED IT TO ME, 
 UNBLEMISHED BY 
7 DISHONOR AND 
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 
YOU'RE AMBROSE 
THE KING. _~ 


THERE'S 


I'M THE 
LADY OF THE LAKE. 


YOU MAY CALL ME LAKE; 
FOR SIMPLICITY'S SAKE, 
; IF YOU LIKE. 


THE PEOPLE 
OF THESE TIMES DO 
MAKE SUCH A FET/SH 
OF EXPRESSING COMPLEX 
THINGS IN SIMPLE 


I'M HERE AT THE BEHEST OF MY 
FRIEND THE BLUE FA/RY TO NEGOTIATE 
THE MATTER OF HER POSSIBLE ENGAGE- 
MENT AND WEPDING TO THE DEPOSED 
EMPEROR. 


— 

IF YOU'D KINDLY 
CONDUCT ME TO MY 
A COUNTERPART, WE 

CAN BEGIN. 


STAND AS/DE, 

MR. MAYOR, NOT YOU 
NOR ANYONE ELSE WILL 
KEEP ME FROM DOING 

WHAT YOU SHOULD'VE 
DONE DAYS 


SNOW! 
IF YOU CAN 
EAR ME, 
HUNKER DOWN! 
I'M COMING IN, 
ALL GUNS 
BLAZING! 


YOU'LL 


BUT WE'VE JUST PASSED THE VITAL 
NEW LAWS WE NEED. THE OFFICIAL 
WARRANTS AND INJUNCTIONS ARE 
BEING DRAWN UP EVEN AS 
WE SPEAK. 


TOO 
LITTLE, TOO 
LATE, KING 

COLE. 


NAW, DON'T 
TELL HIM, BUT I'M 
USING RUBBER BULLETS 


FIGURE OUT 
WON'T DIE AND PRINCE # HOWTO 
SHITWHISTLE GOES DISMANTLE HIS 
OUT LIKE A LIGHT. DEFLECTION 
SPELLS. 


7. 
ACTUALLY 
MIGHT WORK. WE 
JUST NEED 

Te A 


NEXT: SOMETHING TO DO WITH THE PARABLE ABOUT THE GLASS HOUSE AND THE STONES! 


